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Please plan to join us on Sunday evening, January 22,
2023 in Connection Court for a time of celebration. We
will begin with a light meal of soup and sandwiches (as
well as a kid friendly option) beginning at 5pm followed by
a time of celebrating past ministries and daring to dream
about ministry that is yet to come. There will also be a
special announcement made on that evening that you will
not want to miss. Following the meal, Childcare will be
provided for children. We will conclude by 7pm. Please
mark your calendar and plan to attend.
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JANUARY 1 SERVICES

The Classic Service will meet at its normal time at 9:30am
in the sanctuary. The service will be on the radio as well
as Facebook live. The Current service will be at 5pm on
January 1. We will begin with a carry-in meal,
encouraging everyone to tastefully “recycle” their holiday
left-overs.

ARE YOU WILLING?

The main characters in the Christmas story were not important, they were not powerful and
they were often unnoticed in the eyes of the world.
It would seem to me that if God was going to send a Messiah into the world, it would be
appropriate for that Messiah to make an appearance through the powerful and the well connected,
but He sent the Messiah into this world in the womb of a young girl who had grown up in Nazareth.
Nazareth was a small, poor town that did not have a good reputation. God’s ways are not our ways.
God works through the powerless and the insignificant.
Surely a king would be born into a place of privilege and importance. A palace would be a
place fit for a newborn king, but God chose a stable as the place where His son was to be born. A
manger used to feed the livestock would become His cradle.
The announcement of His birth would be most fitting to be shared with the most respected
people of the community, but the announcement of the birth first came to a group of shepherds who
were out in the field, caring for their sheep. Shepherds would have been looked down upon. They
would have been considered unclean. They would not be the people you would invite to see your
newborn, but that is who God chose to be the first to hear the message that His son had been born.
God uses the small, God uses the powerless and God uses the unsuspecting.
When the angel visited Mary and told her that she had found favor with God, she responded
by saying that she was willing to make herself available to God. When Joseph considered breaking
off the engagement with Mary, God told him in a dream to take Mary as his wife, he did what God
directed him to do. When the angels told the shepherds to go to Bethlehem and see this one who
had been born King of the Jews, they went.
God may not choose those who are seen as important or those who are powerful, but He
chooses the willing. Are you willing to make yourself available for God’s purposes?
Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year,

MEMBERSHIP CLASS-A DISCIPLE’S PATH

January Calendar
December 31
 648 Lock-In, 8pm – 8am, at the church. Bring a snack to share, comfortable clothes,
and pillow/bedding (for those who want to sleep a bit). Activities include: Sardines,
basketball, Karaoke, Escape room, card/board games, Nerf gun games, 9-Square,
etc. We’ll also watch the ball drop to welcome in the new year and hear a great message from Ann True! Bring your high school friends!!
January 1
 Happy New Year: No Revolution or 648 activities
January 8 and 15
 Regular youth group meetings: Revolution, 5pm; 648 at 6:48pm
January 22
 No Revolution or 648 activities

Anyone interested in joining the church or just learning more about the church is invited to
attend “A Disciple’s Path” class to be led by Pastor Brian. The class will begin on Sunday, January
29, 2023 and meet each Sunday until March 5, 2023 (6 classes) from 5pm until 6:30pm in the Office
Annex. The class will meet during the time that Friendship Connection and Revolution are meeting.
Following the class, those wishing to join the church will have an opportunity to do so. Contact
Pastor Brian at (574) 581-0858 or call the church office at (574) 583-5545 if you are interested.

January 29
 Regular youth group meeting for Revolution at 5pm
 648 One Night: Each current 648 high school student is asked to invite at least 1
friend to come to 648 with them. Several activities will be held that evening, along with
a special message from Mike and Ann True! Food will be served. Prizes awarded!

LUNCH BUNCH

Looking ahead to February...

CELEBRATIONS

February 12 – Superb Owl party
February 19 – 648 Winter Retreat; Revolution…stay tuned!

Lunch Bunch will not meet in January or February.
Three special MUMC friends are celebrating milestone birthdays this month! Help them celebrate by
showering them with cards.
Gussie Smith (1111A N Arbor Ct Monticello IN 47960) turns 93 on January 26.
Pete Houghton (814 S 6th St Monticello IN 47960) turns 94 on January 28.
Don Holt (16819 Front Beach Rd Unit 2108 Panama City Beach FL 32413) turns 91 on January 29.

IN MEMORY

Claudia Reingardt died on December 8, 2022.
Yvonne Koertge died on December 11, 2022.
China Lotzgesell died on December 13, 2022.

2023 GIVING ENVELOPES

If you have not yet received your 2023 giving envelopes, you may stop by the church office to pick
up your envelopes or you may call the church office and we will make sure they are delivered to you.

Looking way ahead…
Middle School Camp at Camp Adventure: June 11-16
High School Camp at Epworth Forest: July 2-7

Reserve these dates on your calendars now and
plan to be with us for an amazing week of camp!!!

MUMC ONLINE
MUMC CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

As I wrap up my first year as CM Director, “extremely grateful”
are the words that comes to mind. A Children's Ministry Director
is only as good as the volunteers that support them and the
team I have is truly outstanding. The sacrifice you make by volunteering is appreciated by myself and the parents of those
kiddos you lead each week.

ADVENTURES IN FAITH

Adventures in Faith had a great month
with Carl finding out all the incredible
things God does for us behind the
scenes. We will meet as usual with the
exception of Christmas Day. We will only
have one service that day, the Classic at
9:30am. Marcia Brooks and I will be
taking any children that day downstairs
for a special Christmas lesson. Then on
New Years Day there will not be any
Adventures in Faith during the Current
service at its special time of 5pm. It will
be a family friendly service! If you have
ever considered being a part of a team that knows how to
show the love of Jesus and have fun doing it, come check
out what we do during Adventures in Faith or Friendship
Connection. We would love to have you!

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

As is the tradition, the 7pm Christmas Eve Service will be
our family service with the kids having a large part in the
service. The kiddos will be helping to tell the Christmas
story. They will be put into costume and placed on stage in
a living nativity scene.

BOWLING

Friendship Connection will be going bowling on January
22nd from 1-3pm. This is a fun time when we can all get
together and have fun. Children's Ministries will pick up the
tab for bowling and shoe rental. You would be responsible
for any snacks or drinks. See Miki to sign your family up!
Thank you for the love you have shown and continue to
show to Children's Ministries!
May you have the gift of faith, the blessing of hope
and the peace of His love at Christmas and
always.
Miki Seymour

SWORD DRILLS

Sword Drills will be on Sunday, January 29 at the
11am Adventures in Faith. This is a fast paced
way to learn the books of the Bible and is for 2nd
through 5th graders. Don’t forget your Bibles!
Helpers will be available.

Don't forget to join us for The Couch Christmas Eve which will be live streamed on
December 23rd at 7pm and then shown again on Wednesday, December 28th at 7pm.
As the new year kicks off, we are looking at new ways to connect in 2023. Be on the
lookout for ways to serve with our VR Ministry, and our partnership with gloo! I will be
posting more ways for you to get involved in serving online in the coming weeks.

MASTER PLAN LOAN

At the beginning of December, our Master Plan Loan is about $705,000. In 2017 the loan started at $1.5
million. Our plan is to have it paid off by 2026. We make a $2,000 payment each week and we have a
goal of making additional $100,000 in payments over the course of the year. We have been able to meet
our extra $100,000 goal each year through 2021. At this point we have only been able to pay about
$60,000 toward the $100,000 goal in 2022. Raising $90,000 for the elevator upgrade may have had an
impact on our given toward the debt reduction. As we come to the end of the year, as God has blessed
you, we would invite you to consider making a year-end contribution to the Capital Campaign Loan Fund.

YEAR END GIVING

In order for contributions to appear on your 2022 giving statement, one of three things needs to happen.
1) Drop off your contribution at the Church Office by December 29. (The Church Office is closed on
December 30.)
2) Your contribution can be sent to the church, but it must be postmarked by December 31.
3) Make a contribution online by midnight on December 31.

STOCK TRANSFER

Have you ever considered making a donation to the church by transferring stock? If you are interested in
giving this way, contact the church office for more details.

CHRISTMAS WISH LIST

As we come to the end of the year, some of the various ministries of the church have some items
on their wish list. We would invite you to fully fund an item on the wish list or make a donation toward one
of the items.
-2- music stands- $50 each
-2 Portable signs to be used at entrances to our building- $90 each
-Headphones for the Current Soundboard operator- $180
-Wireless microphone replacement for sanctuary- $550
-New electronic keyboard for the Current- $1200
-Upgrade media equipment in sanctuary
-2 new TVs for the front of the sanctuary to reduce glare and improve readability- $1,000 each
-Associated equipment for upgrade in sanctuary- $1,500

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISING NEWS

The first two fundraisers for the capital campaign will be the spring coin toss in March and a spring gift
card sale after Easter in April. Exact dates for these two fundraisers will be announced in the February
newsletter. Please continue to save your spare change. It adds up quickly. Remember a quarter a day
helps the debt go away.
Thank you for supporting all of the 2022 fundraisers. It was a successful fundraising year.

RUMMAGE SALE

I would like to thank each of the women that gave of their time and energy during the week of our
Rummage Sale. You all worked so hard to make it look so nice. The sale went off without a hitch and we
sold a lot of Christmas cheer. And youth, thank you for coming in and getting all those tables up. Of
course, I won’t forget the men who came in and helped tear down the tables and again with the youth got
all the tables put back where they belong. A special thank you to Ray Bixler for taking the remnants of the
sale to the Salvation Army, and for organizing the men for the day. May our God bless each one of you for
your time, energy, and your love. Love you all, -Peggy Reedy

REGULAR SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
8:15 Adult Sunday School
9:30 The Classic Worship Service
9:30 Adventures in Faith (Children)
11:00 The Current Worship Service
11:00 Adventures in Faith (Children)

January 2023

Narcotics Anonymous
M—7:00 PM Room 201

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

7

3

4

5

6

8:15am– Adult Sunday School
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
9:30am– The Classic Service
5:30pm– Zumba, Barre, & Pound
9:30am- Adventures in Faith
5pm– The Current Worship Service

8pm– TV Comcast Channel 90

5:30pm– Zumba, Barre, & Pound
7pm– Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7pm– The Couch Service

6:30pm– Grace Notes Rehearsal
8pm– TV Comcast Channel 90

6:30am– Men’s Emmaus
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REG SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES
5pm- Friendship Connection
5pm- Revolution
5:05pm- C2G-C2O (Bible Study)
6:48pm- 648

5:30pm– Zumba, Barre, & Pound
7pm– Staff Parish Relations
Committee Meeting

4pm– Soup for the Soul
8pm– TV Comcast Channel 90

5:30pm– Zumba, Barre, & Pound
6:30pm– Trustees Meeting
7pm– Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7pm– The Couch Service

11am– MMW Monthly Meeting
6:30pm– Grace Notes Rehearsal
8pm– TV Comcast Channel 90

6:30am– Men’s Emmaus
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REG SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES
5pm- Friendship Connection
5pm- Revolution
5:05pm- C2G-C2O (Bible Study)
6:48pm- 648

5:30pm– Zumba, Barre, & Pound

7pm– Finance Meeting
8pm– TV Comcast Channel 90

5:30pm– Zumba, Barre, & Pound
7pm– Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7pm– The Couch Service

6:30pm– Grace Notes Rehearsal
8pm– TV Comcast Channel 90

6:30am– Men’s Emmaus
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REG SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES
1pm-- Friendship Connection
Bowling Party
5pm- Daring to Dream

5:30pm– Zumba, Barre, & Pound
7pm– Church Council Meeting

4pm– Soup for the Soul
8pm– TV Comcast Channel 90

5:30pm– Zumba, Barre, & Pound
7pm– Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7pm– The Couch Service

6:30pm– Grace Notes Rehearsal
8pm– TV Comcast Channel 90

6:30am– Men’s Emmaus
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REG SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES
5pm- Friendship Connection
5pm- Revolution
5:05pm- C2G-C2O (Social Event)
6:48pm- 648

5:30pm– Zumba, Barre, & Pound

8pm– TV Comcast Channel 90
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